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Looking out over the Cow’s Yard toward Head Harbor Island. Coming ashore, stewardship volunteer Dennis Myrshall.

GREAT WASS
ARCHIPELAGO

A dozen new islands
added to TNC fold
If you stand on the southeastern tip of Great Wass
Island, and look across the Mudhole Channel to the
northeast, your gaze encompasses a cluster of wild and
windswept islands. Closest to you and farthest seaward
is Mistake Island, with a lighthouse at its tip. Beyond
Mistake, the gently sloping shoreline of Steele Harbor
Island rises in the middle distance. And right behind it
lies the darkly forested bulk of Head Harbor Island.
These large islands are surrounded by a flock of
smaller islands and ledges, many of which are hidden
from view.
The shore on which you stand, Great Wass Island,
has been a Maine Chapter preserve for a decade. This
1,500'acre nature sanctuary is the heart of a group of
islands that share the same northerly maritime climate,

The Great Wass archipelago

A
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a gorgeous spot!” “Keep it just as it is!” “A
favorite!” “Ahhhh!” ...and... “Thanks!”
This summer, in addition to seeing to the
immediate needs of the preserve, the
Chapter began a campaign to raise a
$100,000 permanent stewardship fund for
Damariscove. So far, we have raised nearly
half of our goal; most of this has come in
the form of some 400 donations from the
people who know and love the island best.
We especially appreciate the strong support
from Damariscove’s neighbors, the people
of the Boothbay area. Major gifts are now
being sought to complete the second half
of the campaign.

Thank-yous

Dick Hammond, taking the reborn dory out
for her maiden voyage in Damariscove
Harbor.

Warm thanks go to Dick Hammond and
Robin Hollis of Boothbay for their dona
tion of a woodstove for the caretaker's cabin.
Eternal gratitude also for their time and ex
pertise spent restoring the Marblehead dory
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Philip Wysor.
Without Dick, she would not have left the
front lawn.
Thanks also to volunteer substitute care
takers: Margaret Rice, Peter Frewen,
Richard and Laurie Hoek, Eric and Darci
Harrington, and Tom and Florence
Shoener.

only 20 pairs in 1987, grew to 45 pairs this
summer. Seawall Beach, traditionally the
largest colony, had fewer than 20 breeding
pairs. However, because predation and har
assment at Seawall were relatively minor,
the number of chicks successfully fledged
on the beach was twice as high as the year
before, when the colony was three times
larger but suffered intense predation.
Statewide, there were more pairs of pip
ing plovers breeding this year, but they pro
duced fewer young. As reported in the last
newsletter, piping plovers at Seawall Beach
experienced unprecedented predation by
crows this year. However, after 21 nest
predations, TNC and Maine Audubon
staff erected fencing around several nests.
At least two clutches of three eggs each suc
cessfully hatched. We are planning more
protective enclosures for next season.

Chapter signs management
agreement to protect
endangered birds
Recently a new layer of protection was
added to the Morse Mountain-Seawall

DAMARISCOVE
ISLAND
PRESERVE

Summer notes
Anyone who could get out on the water
to escape this summer’s unrelenting sticky
heat, did. The increase in sheer numbers
of people taking advantage of Maine’s
endless summer, combined with the
publication of information about
Damariscove in two cruising guides, made
the island a very popular place indeed.
The new dock, with the addition of a
dinghy generously loaned by Damariscove
committee member Hamilton Meserve,
made it safe for visitors to land. Once on
shore, they were able to learn about the
island’s natural and human history, and
trail system, by talking with the caretakers
and reading the information offered on the
new bulletin board and in the new history
brochure.
Damariscove tends to bring out the best
in its visitors. A read through the visitor log
sheets shows that it also moves them to ex
clamation points: “Beautiful!” “Splendid!”
“How wonderful for the wild things; what
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Spotted sandpiper at Seawall Beach

SEAWALL BEACH
End-of-season report
It should come as no surprise that
breeding colonies of least terns and piping
plovers, dependent on constantly shifting
sand beaches for habitat and very vulner
able to predators, move around from year
to year. This is potentially adaptive
behavior for the birds, but it makes it dif
ficult for the humans who are trying to help
them. This year was a good example; it was
hard to know where to concentrate our ef
forts such as fencing and predator control.
Although the total number of least terns
statewide remained near 90 breeding pairs,
the Crescent Surf Beach colony, which had.

Beach area. More than 600 acres of moun
tain, parts of two salt marshes, and the ex
tensive back dune at Seawall Beach are
owned by the Bates-Morse Mountain Cor
poration, managed by Bates College as the
Bates-Morse Mountain Coastal Research
Area, and protected by conservation
easements held by the Conservancy.
However, Seawall Beach itself and the
dunes at the Sprague River end are owned
by the Small Point Association (SPA), a
nonprofit group composed of landowners
on Small Point, across the Sprague River
from Seawall. Recently, the association
agreed to grant TNC and Bates College a
management license for their Seawall Beach
property. This agreement allows TNC and
Bates to oversee research and management
activities on the beach on behalf of the
nesting seabirds and other natural features.
The Small Point Association also voted
to continue its financial support of TNC’s

Weather to go
protection efforts for the nesting least terns
and piping plovers. We are deeply grateful
to the association for their support and
cooperation on behalf of the beach eco
system and the endangered species it
supports.

Thank-yous
Thanks go to our volunteer weekend
tern-plover wardens: Susan Marks, Ruth
Drier, Susanne Blood, George Sergeant, Ed
Friedman, Gayle and Joe Sukaskas, and
Matthew Holden.

mountain, thanks to the help of Abe Parker,
who donated backhoe services to the
project.
Abundant thanks to everyone who
helped make the workday a success. We had
so much fun (and such a great lunch,
prepared by steward Kathy Hoglund) that
we plan on making this an annual event.
There will always be trails to repair, trees to
clear, and—best of all—great views and
good company to share. See you next year!

Thanks from Eastport to the Merrimack
River and up to 25 miles offshore go to Eliot
and Joanne Cohen of Northeast Harbor
and Captain Don Rahn of Topsham, who
answered our plea for a simple weather
radio. We are now forewarned and fore
armed with forecasts, both in and out of the
office.

Farewell
Karen Douglass has left her post as
Chapter secretary to return to work in nurs
ing. She has, however, left word that she’s
available as a volunteer. We fully expect to
take her up on her offer.

Hello

DOUGLAS
MOUNTAIN
PRESERVE
Mission accomplished
At long last, neither snow nor sleet nor
gloom of falling night stayed the Douglas
Mountain work crew from its mission. The
workday’s weather was ideal, allowing
preserve steward Ted Greene to haul several
trailer loads of equipment and materials up
the mountain’s tote road early in the day.
Volunteers enjoyed the hawk migration
and entertained plenty of visitors while
repairing the tower’s masonry (much to the
displeasure of the hornets residing in the
cracks.) Volunteer Dennis Myshrall, in
structor in the mason’s arts, surveyed the
work and pronounced it good for another
quarter of a century. The crew also had time
to resurrect the stone post at the base of the

We are pleased to welcome Cindi Mor
rison as secretary/bookkeeper. We know
that with her enthusiasm and high energy
level (having held down three jobs at the
same time!) she will be a real asset to the
Chapter.

Public access to private
land handbook

Linda Vaslet at work on the Douglas Mountain
tower.

A basic guide to public use of private land
providing access to the water is available
from the state. The short booklet clearly
outlines the traditional and legal rights of
both visitors and property owners. It also
discusses the issues of public access and
related Maine law in general.
Copies of the booklet, Access to Coastal
and Inland Waters: The Public Use of Private
Land, are available at county Cooperative
Extension offices or from the Land and
Water Resources Center, 11 Coburn Hall,
University of Maine, Orono, Maine 04469.

WE NEED YOU
Cut and post

Allan Greene, Abe Parker and backhoe, and Dennis Myrshall set the footing for the stone
post at the bottom of Douglas Mountain.

Since the office staff all live in the same
general part of the state, we usually don’t
see many articles about or of interest to the
Chapter that run in most of the state’s
newspapers.
We need your help. We’ll provide you with
a supply of addressed, stamped envelopes;
you read your local paper, clip and mail.
We have clippers for the Portland Press
Herald (mid-coast edition only; need the
others, especially York), Bangor Daily News,
Maine Times, and Bar Harbor Times. If you
can help us with the rest, please drop a card
to Ruth Ann Hill, Maine Chapter, The
Nature Conservancy, Post Office 338, Top
sham, Maine 04086, and we’ll send you an
official clipper’s kit.
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Great Wass
from page one

and which therefore are habitat for many
plants and animals more commonly found
in sub-arctic regions such as Labrador. The
whole archipelago is also unbelievably
beautiful, with each island offering its own
delights.

Protecting the
Great Wass archipelago
Great Wass Island, the anchor of the
Chapter’s island protection activity in the
Jonesport area, was acquired in 1978
through a $1.1 million fund-raising cam
paign. Several years later, the Chapter
acquired Mistake Island and part of Crum
ple Island as part of the $610,000 Islands of
Life campaign. Meanwhile, parallel protec
tion efforts were undertaken in the region
by Maine Coast Heritage Trust, the Na
tional Audubon Society, and Maine De
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
Recently, the National Audubon Society
decided to consolidate its island holdings
in Maine, retaining ownership of only those
islands that protect colonial nesting birds
or that are used for educational camps.
Because of the Conservancy’s major pres
ence in the area, and our strong steward
ship capabilities, Audubon asked if the
Conservancy would accept its island pre
serves and easements in the Great Wass
archipelago.
While considering this significant in
crease in responsibility, the Maine Chapter
realized that, if possible, it made sense to
consolidate all conservation properties in
the area into a single management entity.
Following extensive discussion, the Maine
Coast Heritage Trust, which held several
properties and easements in the vicinity,
agreed.
The result: The Nature Conservancy’s
Maine Chapter is now the proud (and grate
ful) owner of five new island preserves and
the holder of conservation easements on
seven additional islands in the Great Wass
archipelago.
The owners and original protectors of
these islands deserve a tremendous amount
of credit for their foresight and generosity.
In particular, Priscilla Williams has shown
extraordinary dedication in her effort to
protect the islands in the archipelago by
donating or placing easements on Head
Harbor, Steele Harbor, Man and Inner
Man, Devils, Mash, Little Peabody, Big
Peabody, Black, and Little Hardwood. John
and Elizabeth Harris donated Mark Island
to the National Audubon Society. John
Garber placed a conservation easement on
Seguin Island. We look forward to working
with them.
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Dennis adds to his notes on the Peabody
islands.

A look at the islands
in the Head Harbor group
of the Great Wass archipelago
Assistant stewardship director Julie
Henderson and volunteer Dennis Myrshall
visited the islands in late August for the
Chapter’s initial ecological and monitoring
survey. During their four-day trip, they saw
very few people, but at least three eagles
(several times), razorbills (which nest on
nearby Freeman Rock, a Department of In
land Fisheries and Wildlife sanctuary),
merlins and other hawks, and the vanguard
of dozens of bird species that rest here dur
ing migration or winter in the islands’
shelter.
A request to visitors: The Conservancy
does not own the properties on which it
holds easements. These lands are privately
owned. Please land only on those islands
that are owned and managed by TNC as
nature preserves open to the public. The
preserves are open for careful day use only;
for a copy of the Chapter’s island use code,
please write to Maine Chapter, The Nature
Conservancy, P.O. Box 338, Topsham,
Maine 04086. Thank you.
The Chapter will be offering a field trip
to explore the Great Wass archipelago next
summer. Watch for all the details in the
April newsletter.

Mistake Island (21 acres; TNC preserve;
landing on intertidal bar, boardwalk trail)
Like Great Wass, low treeless Mistake has
an impressive collection of northern plant
species, including star gentian, bird’s-eye
primrose, blinks, roseroot stonecrop, beach
head iris, and baked-apple berry. The island
also shares Great Wass’s rich pink granite.
The Moose Peak lighthouse at the eastern
end is owned by the U.S. Coast Guard.

Steele Harbor Island (500 acres; easement;
private) Low, rolling Steele Harbor has
much in common with Great Wass and
Mistake. The island’s exposed southern
shore is a dramatic mile-long expanse of
sloping pink granite ledges, backed by a
band of crowberry and a forest of dwarf
spruce. It is completely wild and unin
habited. Again, plants typical of the north,
including beach head iris, roseroot and
baked-apple berry, grow here.
Head Harbor Island (700 acres; easement;
private) Head Harbor, by far the largest
island in the group, commands a striking
view of the entire region. The island’s black
cliffs differ dramatically from neighboring
Steele Harbor; with its dense spruce forest
and dark rocky shore, Head Harbor is the
quintessential Maine island.
The Man Islands (Man, 5 acres, and In
ner Man, 5 acres; TNC preserve; landing
difficult but possible) These domed islands
are completely treeless and capped with har
dy grasses and shrubs. Beach head iris and
roseroot sedum grow here. The islands’
desolate, windswept aspect and exposure to
the ocean are the large part of their appeal,
especially when glimpsed through the fog
with waves crashing on the shore.
Little Hardwood Island (10 acres; TNC
preserve; no access during April 15 to
August 15 nesting season) Densely forested
with spruce and fir, Little Hardwood has
an active bald eagle nest, which is not read
ily seen. To avoid disturbing the eagles,
please do not approach the island too
closely, nor linger long offshore.
Mark Island (41 acres; TNC preserve; dif
ficult landing) Steeply sloping Mark Island
is covered largely with spruce and fir, but
also has a sizable area of birch, maple and
ash. Mark is a historic nesting site for bald
eagles, which are frequently seen nearby.
The Cow Yard Group (13 acres total; four
islands: Devils, Mash, Little Peabody, Big
Peabody; easement; private) Unlike the
others, these four little forested islands are
in a very protected spot. The group is
named after an adjacent area on Head Har
bor that was once used to pasture livestock.
Black Island (10 acres; TNC preserve;
landing difficult but possible) Another
classic Maine island, Black is a rounded
dome of dark ledge crowned with spruce
and fir. Bald eagles use this island, as well
as those in the Cow Yard, for roosting.
Seguin Island (22 acres; easement; private)
A beautiful open island with a half-dozen
trees at most, Seguin is covered with low
shrubs and brambles separated by wet
meadows. Beach head iris and roseroot also
grow here along the shore.

Guide to conservation easements
What is a conservation easement?
An easement is a legal agreement that
places permanent restrictions on the use of
a property. These restrictions are legally
binding on the current owner and all future
owners. The easement is recorded at the
local Registry of Deeds, and becomes part
of the property’s title.
By donating or selling a conservation
easement, a landowner relinquishes certain
property rights. These rights are then held
by a conservation organization such as the
Conservancy. While certain activities are
typically restricted (development, alteration
of natural features, etc.), the easement
language is tailored to fit each situation.

How does it work?
The easement must be granted to a
recognized conservation organization like
the Conservancy, a local land trust, or a
government agency. The easement holder
is responsible for monitoring the property
and can take legal action to enforce the ease
ment if its terms are violated.

Can an easement be changed?
The value of an easement lies in the
guarantee that, except under extraordinary
circumstances, the property restrictions are
virtually perpetual. Changing an easement
is a difficult legal process and requires ap
proval of the easement holder. In practice,
an easement is unlikely to be modified
unless the changes strengthen it.

What rights does the landowner
have?
The landowner retains title and all rights
to the property, except those that are af
fected by the easement. An owner of land
with an easement normally retains the right
to control or prohibit public access.

What are the benefits for the
landowner?
Peace of mind: The knowledge that the
land is protected for the future does not
have a dollar value, but it is the primary
reason people seek conservation easements
for their properties. While the landowner
may receive other, financially rewarding
benefits, a desire to see the land preserved
should always be the motivation for estab
lishing a conservation easement.
Income tax deduction: As a collection of
legal property rights, an easement has an
assessable fair market value. Donation of
an easement to a recognized nonprofit con
servation organization is deductible as a
charitable contribution.

Property tax reduction: Local tax assessors
must consider the value of an easement in
their valuation. Each case is different, and
since many towns base their taxes on only
a percentage of fair market value, the ease
ment may or may not decrease the value
of the property enough to result in lower
taxes.

When does the
Conservancy accept
a conservation easement?
The Conservancy considers an easement
its best protection tool when we want a per
manent, legally binding agreement with a
landowner and we are confident that hold
ing an easement is sufficient to protect the
land’s special natural features. Given the ef
fort and expense required to document and
monitor conservation easements, the Con
servancy must set careful criteria for accept
ing easements, just as we do for our new
preserves. We primarily accept easements
to preserve habitat for threatened species
and natural communities, and as buffer for
existing preserves. We are not able to hold
easements on open space, farmland, wood
lots, or places lacking special biological
values.
We work with other conservation groups
and government agencies to help land
owners find the right holder for an ease
ment on their properties if the Conservancy
is not an appropriate recipient.

For more information
Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
P.O. Box 338
Topsham, Maine 04086
(207) 729-5181
Maine Coast Heritage Trust
148 Park Row
Brunswick, Maine 04011
(207) 729-7366
Local land trusts
Many communities have established
their own land trusts. For information,
contact your local conservation commis
sion or town office.
National Audubon Society
950 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022
(212) 832-3200
Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife
284 State Street
Augusta, ME 04333
(207) 289-3371
Maine Bureau of Parks and
Recreation
Department of Conservation
State House Station 22
Augusta, ME 04333
(207) 289-3821
Maine Bureau of Public Lands
Department of Conservation
State House Station 22
Augusta, ME 04333
(207) 289-3061
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
United States Department of the Interior
One Gateway Center, Suite 700
Newton Corner, MA 02158
(617) 965-5100
Acadia National Park
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
(207) 288-3338
White Mountain National Forest
United States Department of Agriculture
Evans Notch Ranger District
Bethel, ME 04217
(207) 824-2134
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Conservation easements
and the Maine Chapter
of The Nature Conservancy

TRUSTEES
Officers

Sherry Huber

While acquisition is the backbone of the
Conservancy’s land preservation program,
we employ a variety of land protection tools
which differ in cost, duration, and level of
protection. The simplest is landowner
notification, ideally followed by voluntary
agreement to protect the property. Options
that are more legally binding include man
agement agreements, leases, and rights-offirst-refusal. Short of ownership, holding a
conservation easement provides the highest
measure of protection on a piece of property.

Easement Stewardship
The Maine Chapter holds 30 conserva
tion easements protecting a variety of
special features: bald eagle nests, heron
rookeries, rare plants, and scenic coastal
properties. Totaling 2,757 acres, the
Chapter’s easement properties range in size
from tiny (less than an acre) Welch’s Island
to 700 acres on Steele Harbor Island. Some
easements are “forever wild,” while others
may allow limited timber harvesting or
house building when such activities do not
conflict with the basic goal of the ease
ment-protection of the natural area.
When the Chapter accepts an easement,
we accept stewardship responsibilities very
different from those involved with owning
land in full fee interest. Since the land is
not ours, we do not pay taxes, maintain the
property, or control public use. We do not
actively manage the property unless this
right is specifically guaranteed in the ease
ment and is deemed necessary to protect
the resource there.
What we do do is assume an obligation
to monitor the land and enforce com
pliance with the easement restrictions.
Since easements are binding in perpetuity,
this is a long-term responsibility and one
which the Chapter does not take lightly.

Documentation
The first step is to thoroughly explore and
inventory the property proposed for an
easement. Current conditions are described
in a baseline documentation report. This
report allows us to detect and measure
future changes on the land. It is designed
to be admissible as legal evidence in the
event of a violation.
The standard report includes: a list of
restrictions and retained rights contained
in the easement; locational maps; maps and
6—Maine Legacy, October 1988

descriptions of the ecological and man
made features on the property; and photo
graphs or slides showing pertinent features
of the property. The report is done at the
time the easement is granted and must be
approved by the easement donor.

Monitoring
The Chapter monitors its easements with
the help of volunteers. Using the documen
tation report for reference, the easement
monitor visits the protected property at
least once each year to determine whether
all is still well there. We encourage our
monitors to visit the property with the land
owner as a way to keep in touch—to find
out if the land has changed hands or if
the owner’s intent for the property has
changed. After visiting the property, the
easement monitor submits a standard in
spection report for our legal records. We are
fortunate to have a dedicated group of vol
unteer monitors who act as our “eyes and
ears” in the field. We simply could not pro
tect so many special places without them.
On-site visits of remote coastal properties
have been supplemented by aerial flights.
While monitoring from the air is expensive,
it is highly efficient. Aerial photographs
provide updated, accurate information on
property conditions.

Chair, Falmouth

Peter Corcoran
Vice-chair, Seal Harbor

Carol Wishcamper
Vice-chair, Freeport

William B. (Tony)
Owens, Jr., M.D.
Treasurer, Cape Elizabeth

Donald F. Mairs
Secretary, Oakland
Trustees

William Alcorn
Biddeford

Linda Alverson
Oxbow

Michael Aube
Bangor

William D. Blair, Jr.
Vinalhaven

George W. Cochrane III
West Southport

Malcolm Coulter
East Holden

H. King Cummings
Stratton

Minnette Cummings
Portland

Elizabeth Donnan
Northeast Harbor

Louis Hilton
Greenville

Charles J. Micoleau
Portland

Cherie Mason
Sunset

Ralph Robins
York

Marilyn Moss Rockefeller
Camden

Douglas Smith
Dover-Foxcroft

David G. Stanley
Cumberland Foreside
Charter Honorary Trustee

Edward T. Richardson, Jr.
South Portland

Easement documentation and monitor
ing are costly and time-consuming, but
essential to the protection of the property.
There is no value in an easement where
restrictions have been violated, and it is up
to the Chapter to ensure that violations do
not occur. As properties change hands, new
owners may be less aware of the original
conservation intentions, and problems may
arise. In the future, the information pro
vided by thorough documentation of orig
inal conditions and regular monitoring will
prove well worthwhile.

Staff
Vice-president and Executive Director, J. Mason Morfit;
Associate Director, Kent Wommack; Director of Science
and Stewardship, Barbara St. John Vickery; Heritage
Program Director, John Albright; Director of Land Pro
tection, Jim Dow; Assistant to the Executive Director,
Deborah Clark; Assistant Stewardship Director, Julie
Henderson; Communications Coordinator, Ruth Ann
Hill; Administrative Assistant, Jeanne Desjardins;
Membership Secretary, Barbara Clark; Secretary Book
keeper, Cynthia Morrison.

Maine Legacy
Published six times yearly by the Maine
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, 122
Main Street, P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine
04086; telephone (207) 729-5181. Submis
sions of articles, illustrations and photo
graphs are welcome.
Subscriptions to this newsletter are availa
ble to members. Membership dues are as
follows: Life, $1,000 (one-time); Acorn,
$100; Supporting, $50; Contributing, $25;
Family, $15; Subscribing, $10. More than
11,000 members currently support the Con
servancy’s work in Maine.

Ruth Ann Hill, editor

Memorial gifts

Drawing by W. Miller.
Copyright 1988, The New Yorker Magazine, Inc.

Birds do it,
bees do it...

Corporate memberships

Please do it...

Give to the
Maine Chapter
Annual Appeal
Chapter Director appointed to Governor’s
Task Force on Northern Forest Lands
Governor John R. McKernan, Jr. has ap
pointed Chapter Director Mason Morfit as
one of three representatives from Maine to
participate in a U.S. Forest Service study of
the northern forest lands of Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont and New York.
Changes in forest land ownership in
many parts of northern New England and
New York are leading to increased subdivi
sion and development of large tracts of land,
and loss of traditional economic and recrea
tional uses of these lands. Similar changes
may occur in the future.
The study is intended to develop alter
native strategies to protect the long-term in

Gifts in memory of the following in
dividuals have been received by the Maine
Chapter:
Ruth C. Baker
Mary Hale Chase
Barbara Mary Foakes
Alice Hilton
Donald Jackson
Donald Ketner
Margaret Lee Murphy
F. Edward Potter, Jr.
Dr. Martin A. Rosinski
William Rowe
Alison Steltzer
Ham Swan
Bradford Woolf
Memorial gifts have also been received
in honor of Phillip W. Ham. We would like
to apologize for a spelling error made in the
last issue.

tegrity and traditional uses of the lands. Ob
jectives include a sustained flow of renew
able resources, permanent public access for
recreation, protection of fish and wildlife
habitat, and preservation of biological
diversity and critical natural areas.
The study, funded by a Congressional ap
propriation of $250,000, is to be completed
in one year. Other members of the Maine
delegation are Ed Meadows, Acting Com
missioner of Conservation, and Ted John
ston, Executive Director of the Maine
Forest Products Council. The study coor
dinator is Steven Harper of the U.S. Forest
Service.

Any gift of $100 or more qualifies a
business as a corporate member of the
Maine Chapter. We are pleased to have
received support from the following, and
welcome them as members of the Chapter.
Casco Northern Bank
Goodridges Screen Printing

New life members
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the Maine
Chapter Land Preservation Fund provides
a life membership for the donor and spouse
in the Maine Chapter of The Nature Con
servancy. All such gifts furnish a long-term
source of support to help save land here in
Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new life
members:
David and Marilyn Morse
Mrs. P.S. Paine

Organizational support
We are pleased to welcome the following
organization as a member of the Maine
Chapter.
Crawford-Pocomoonshine Watershed
Association

Foundation support
We are grateful for the support of the
following foundations:
Macauley and Helen Dow Whiting
Foundation
Frank Weeden Foundation
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Maine Chapter
ranked first in the nation

the director’s column
by J Mason Morfit executive direcrot

It is my pleasure to report that, at The
Nature Conservancy’s national Annual
Meeting in late October, the Maine
Chapter was awarded the 1988 Outstand
ing Chapter Award.
This is the first time since the national
award was established in 1977 that Maine
has won it. (We did, however, make the
semi-finals by winning Outstanding
Chapter Eastern Region in 1984.)
While the Award is a great morale-booster
for Chapter Board and staff, the resultsoriented member might reasonably ask,
“why should I care?”
Winning the Outstanding Chapter
Award is perhaps the best indicator to
Chapter supporters that they’re getting
their money’s worth...that Maine Chapter
performance is among the best in direct
comparison with 47 other state programs,
the average performance of which is very
high. (This is easier to appreciate if you get
a chance to read the newsletters of other
chapters, as we do; take my word for it, the
competition is fortunately very stiff.)
Several years back, the recipient of an
other Conservancy award accepted it with
the remark, “if you find a turtle sitting on
a fence post, you can be damn sure he didn’t
get there by himself.” This is certainly true
of Maine’s Outstanding Chapter Award. It
reflects not only the cumulative develop
ment of skills and resources over a period
of more than 30 years, but also the excep
tional support of thousands of dedicated

members and volunteers, without whose
generosity and leadership we wouldn’t even
be contenders.
In concrete terms, the Outstanding
Chapter Award also reflects a whole lot of
land protected with relatively modest
resources: during the 1987-88 fiscal year, the
Maine Chapter protected 26,000 acres of
land, worth $10 million...about $28 worth
for every $1 contributed to our operating
budget through dues and annual appeal
gifts. (Where else do you get a better return
on your philanthropic investment?)
In the next few weeks, we will ask you
again to contribute to the Maine Chapter
Annual Appeal. I hope you’ll give as
generously as you can. We can’t guarantee
that we’ll repeat the Outstanding Chapter
Award, or save as much land as we did last
year, but we’re a lot more likely to have
a good shot at it with your help than
without it.
Many thanks...and congratulations on
our collective achievement.

Editor’s note: The photograph at the top of
this column does not reflect a change in manage
ment, but a recent reduction in facial hair; this
newsletter reluctantly but courageously brings
you the almost-unvarnished truth.

Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
122 Main Street
P.O. Box 338
Topsham, ME 04086
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Maine Chapter Chair Sherry Huber and
Executive Director Mason Morfit accept
the Outstanding State Program Award at
the national Annual Meeting held in late
September in Smuggler’s Notch, Vermont.

Chapter trustee Bill Blair
receives Oak Leaf Award
Bill Blair received the Conservancy’s Oak
Leaf Award, given in recognition of especial
ly dedicated volunteer service, at the na
tional Annual Meeting.
William D. Blair, Jr. and conservation are
synonymous. In 1972, Bill joined The
Nature Conservancy’s national Board of
Governors and served as chairman in the
years 1975-77. He became president of the
Conservancy in 1980. Under his direction,
membership more than tripled and acres
protected grew from 1.6 million to 2.8
million. Since his retirement, he has joined
the Maine Chapter Board of Trustees, and
volunteers his time speaking and writing on
behalf of TNC.
Congratulations, Bill!
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